THE   BEGINNINGS   OF   THE   MIDDLE   AGES
bourg, was a Saxon; at Mans there were three Westphalians in
succession; Hilduin, at Verdun, was a German; Herulfus and
Ariolfus, at Langres, came from Augsburg; Wulferius, at Vienne,
and LeidraH, at Lyons, were Bavarians. And I do not think there
is any evidence of a contrary migration. To appreciate the differ-
ence we have only to compare Chilperic, a Latin poet, with
Charlemagne, at whose instance a collection was made of the
ancient Germanic songs!
All this was bound to result in a break with the Roman and
Mediterranean traditions. And while it made the West more and
more self-sufficing, it produced an aristocracy of mixed descent
and inheritance. Was it not then that many terms found their
way into the vocabulary to which an earlier origin has often been
attributed ? There were no longer any Barbarians. There was one
great Christian community, coterminous with the eccksia. This
eccksia, of course, looked toward Rome, but Rome had broken
away from Byzantium and was bound to look toward the North.
The Occident was now living its own life. It was preparing to
unfold its possibilities, its virtualities, taking no orders from the
outer world, except in the matter of religion.
There was now a community of civilization, of which the
Carolingian Empire was the symbol and the instrument. For while
the Germanic element collaborated in this civilization, it was a
Germanic element which had been Romanized by the Church.
There were, of course, differences within this community. The
Empire would be dismembered, but each of its portions would
survive, since the feudality would respect the monarchy. In short,
the culture which was to be that of the period extending from the
early Middle Ages to the Renaissance of the i2th century—and
this was a true renaissance—bore, and would continue to bear,
the Carolingian imprint. There was an end of political unity, but
an international unity of culture survived. Just as the States founded
in the West in die 5th century by the Barbarian kings retained the
Roman imprint, so France, Germany, and Italy retained the
Carolingian imprint.
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